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“The Angel of the Lord is the Savior who Fashioned the Saving Gospel by His Passion to Carry Out His Priestly Office.” 

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me:  and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:  behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.

Malachi 3:1.

Introduction.


The Angel of the Lord comes to His Temple.  Here we see again that the Angel of the Lord is God Himself, for He comes to “His Temple”, namely, God’s Temple.
  We also see that the Angel of the Lord who comes to His Temple is Jesus of Nazareth because St. John the Baptist was God’s messenger sent to prepare the way for the Savior.  St. John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus of Nazareth, showing again that Jesus is God Himself.


That Jesus is the Angel of the Lord in the flesh shows again He is able to Atone for the sins of men because He is the Almighty Himself.  He who used His Almighty Power to vanquish the Egyptian Empire and lead Israel out of bondage now presses that Almighty Power into the Salvation of all men on the Cross.


To get this Blessing of the Cross to men, Christ Himself prepares the Gospel through purifying the sons of Levi, the Levitical Office of Priest being the Public Office of the Gospel, through which Office men come to faith and worship God perfectly.  Christ Fashioned the Saving Office of the Gospel by His Passion.


Jesus of Nazareth is the Angel of the Lord who comes to His Temple as Man to carry out His Priestly Office
 to Atone for the sins of men and to prepare the Public Ministry of the Saving Gospel through which He gives to men the Blessed Fruits of that Sacrifice.

I.  Christ Fashions the Saving Gospel by His Passion.
A.  Jesus of Nazareth is the Angel of the Lord who Atones for the sins of all men.

During this season of Advent we will meditate on some Messianic prophecies from the Old Testament that teach us about the Person and Work of the Messiah, the Savior of all men, Jew and Gentile, from sin.  


The prophet Malachi gives us a wonderful insight into the Messiah when He says the Angel of the Lord will come to His Temple.  What does that mean?  It means the Angel of the Lord is God Almighty Himself because He comes to “His Temple”, which Temple is God’s alone.  The Angel of the Lord, Christ, comes to His Temple to complete His Priestly Work of Atoning for the sins of men and Fashioning the Ministry of the Gospel by His Passion.


The Angel of the Lord is the Lord Almighty Himself who delivered the people of Israel from Egypt.  Moses writes:

And the angel of the LORD
 appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush:  and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.  And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.  And when the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and Moses, Moses, and he said, Here am I.  And he said, Draw not nigh thither:  put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.  Moreover he said, I am the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.  And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God.


The Apostle St. Paul writes that the Angel of the Lord is Christ:

Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; And were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; And did all eat the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the same spiritual drink:  for they drank of the spiritual Rock that followed them:  and that Rock was Christ.

When Christ appears at the God’s Temple, it is none other than the Angel of the Lord, God Himself, because it is His Temple.


While Christ remained outside the Temple in His earthly Ministry, He did make His Sacrifice for the sins of all men on the Altar of the Cross.  For wherever the Son of God is, there is God’s Holiest Temple.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
 


While Christ was meek in appearance, we see from Moses that He is the Almighty God because He is the Angel of the Lord and fully able to bear the burden for all men.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper writes of Christ’s Ability to bear our burdens because He is the Almighty in the flesh:

Christ could not dispense with His Deity in the state of exinanition [humiliation
].  He had to attach the full weight of His deity to His obedience, suffering, and death, as Scripture tells us Gal. 4:4-5 and Rom. 5:10.  Facing death, He had to be the mighty God that He might be able by His death to overcome death, to raise up again the temple of His body (John 2:19, 21), to take up His life again (John 10:18).  Jesus Christ “died not simply as any other man, but in and with His death conquered sin, death, hell and eternal damnation” ... .  To be able to render such perfect obedience in the stead of men, to suffer and die for them, He had to renounce not seemingly, but the actual the full use of the form of God.  Our reason cannot perceive how all this is possible, but we believe it on the basis of Scripture.
 


Jesus of Nazareth was able to Atone fully and did fully Atone for the sins of all men because He is the Almighty Angel of the Lord Incarnate.

B.  St. John the Baptist prepared the Way for Jesus by Absolution, namely, the Gospel.


But who could withstand the appearance of the Almighty?  After all, God dwells in light unapproachable.
  The prophet Malachi writes:

But who may abide the day of his coming, and who shall stand when he appeareth?  for he is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap ... .

Indeed, who could stand?  The cohort that arrested Christ staggered backward and fell to the ground merely at His Word:

Jesus therefore, knowing all things that should come upon him, went forth, and said unto them, Whom seek ye?  They answered him, Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus saith unto them, I am he.  And Judas also, which betrayed him, stood with them.  As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.

Similarly, Christ exhibited some of His Divine Majesty hidden by His Humiliation when He cleansed the Temple.
  The Rev. Dr. George Steockhardt writes:

That the merchants in the temple, without any resistance yielded to the command of Jesus, was not because they wanted to avoid the scourge.  The majesty of the person of Christ, His holy earnestness, which shone from His face, moved them, and drove them out.

Christ, however, did not appear like that most of the time, nor, obviously, did He even exhibit His Full Majesty and Glory.
  Had He done that, no one could stand.  The Rev. Dr. Francis Peeper writes:

According to Scripture, Christ’s entire life was dedicated to His office.  He spent it in the service of God and man.  He did not live unto Himself.  “Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28).  “He pleased not Himself (Rom. 15:3).  In the Old Testament His title was “My Servant” (Is. 42:1; Zech. 3:8).  Had he lived unto Himself, He would not have lived so humbly that the multitude mistook Him for John the Baptist, Elias, or Jeremiah (Matt. 16:13 ff.).  He would have appeared among men in such a form as to oblige everybody to exclaim at all times:  “There is God, walking on earth!”  Christ’s human nature, in which all the fulness of the Godhead dwells as in this body, would have reflected the full brightness of His divine glory at all times had He wanted to use it ... Had Christ, however, appeared in this form, which would have been His normal form, He could not have been made under the Law and suffered and died.  His parents and relatives, the Jews, the high priests and their servants, Pilate and his mercenaries, would have fled in consternation before Him.  In the interest of His office He, therefore, limited the use of His divine majesty.  He did not appear as Lord, but as servant, not as the God-Man, but as man like unto other men, submitting even to the death on the Cross.
 


Christ’s gentle approach is also reflected in the Preaching of the man who prepared His Way, St. John the Baptist.  St. John the Baptist did not preach hellfire and brimstone, as he is popularly portrayed, but rather prepared the people gently for Christ’s Coming with the Remission of sins for Christ’s Sake.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And thou, child [St. John the Baptist], shalt be called the prophet of the Highest:  for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways; To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their sins, Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us, To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luther writes that St. John the Baptist was a preacher of Grace:

Accordingly, he also bore an appropriate name, namely, John, which means “rich in grace.” ...  Thus John does not have this name because of his person; he has it because of his office and his testimony.  For he was not to preach and testify of himself, of his food and raiment, but of Christ, who had now appeared, for the salvation and consolation not only of the Jews but of the entire world.  Therefore he points at Christ with his finger and says: “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).  By virtue of this testimony and proclamation he deserves to be called a delightful preacher, rich in grace, one who does not preach the Law — through which comes knowledge of sin (Rom. 3:20) and which makes sin abound (Rom. 5:20), which strikes terror into the heart and provokes it to wrath — but the Gospel of God’s mercy for the sake of Christ, who bore our sins and rendered satisfaction for them.


St. John the Baptist prepared the people for Christ’s Appearance through the Remission of sins for Christ’s Sake, which is the Gospel.

II.  Christ Fashions the Saving Gospel by His Passion so Men can Worship God Perfectly, Always, Everywhere.


A.  Christ Fashions the Saving Gospel by His Passion.

The prophet Malachi also teaches us that Christ not only Atoned for our sins by His Passion but Fashioned the Public Ministry of the Gospel by His Passion:

And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.


We’ve already seen how Christ cleansed the Temple regarding the money changers and the abuse of the Temple.  Christ was also in the Temple teaching the Pure Doctrine as a youth.  The Evangelist St. Luke writes:

And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.  And when they saw him, they were amazed:  and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou dealt with us?  behold, they father and I have sought thee sorrowing.  And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me?  wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?


In the Sermon on the Mount, Christ corrected many erroneous teachings propagated by the Priests of Levi
 when He said, “Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time ... .”
  Jesus also corrected the Sadducees on the resurrection,
 corrected the scribes on the Person of the Messiah
, corrected the lawyer on works righteousness
, and so on.


This Blessed Work of Purifying the sons of Levi is a part of Christ’s Active Obedience, namely, His obeying God’s Word for us, in order to Purify the Public Ministry of the Gospel.  As one retired pastor preached on Christ’s Appearance in that Temple at aged twelve that He was “about His Father’s business”, namely, the pastor said, He was in the Temple worshiping God
 for us because we by our sin were AWOL from God’s Temple.  Thus we see that Christ by His Passion Fashioned for us the Saving Gospel.
  The Apostle St. Paul writes of Christ Giving Himself to Fashion the Gospel and Save us:

... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

Luther writes of Christ Fashioning the Gospel by His Passion:

... holy baptism was purchased for us through this same blood, which he shed for us and with which he paid for sin.  This blood and its merit and power he put into baptism, in order that in baptism we might receive it.  For whenever a person receives baptism in faith this is the same as if he were visibly washed and cleansed of sin with the blood of Christ.  For we do not gain the forgiveness of sins through our work, but rather through the death and the shedding of the blood of the Son of God.  But he takes this forgiveness of sins and tucks it into baptism.
 


Christ Purified the sons of Levi that He might Purify the Public Ministry of the Gospel, carrying out His Priestly Office for us.

B.  Men worship God perfectly, everywhere, all the time, by the Gospel through faith.


Because Holy Baptism incorporates us into the Holiness of Christ for us, Christians worship God purely by the Gospel through faith, everywhere, all the time.  The prophet Malachi writes:

Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.

The prophet Isaiah writes:

And it shall come to, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord.


Where the perfect worship of God abides forever, there also life and bliss abides forever.
Conclusion.


Jesus of Nazareth can Atone for the sins of men and save because He is the Angel of the Lord, the Almighty God, in the flesh.  In the Cross of Christ, the Angel of the Lord presses His Almighty Power into the Salvation of men.


Jesus also presses His Almighty Power into Fashioning the Saving Gospel, Purifying the sons of Levi, in order to Forgive sins, save, give life eternal, and the resurrection of the body.  










Amen.
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	�St. Matthew 5:21 ff.  “Christ here deliberately wanted to oppose all false teaching and to open up the true meaning of God’s commandments, as He emphasizes when He says (Matt. 5:17):  ‘I have not come to abolish the Law.’  He takes it up piece by piece and tries to make it completely clear.”  Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 21, p. 3.


	�St. Luke 20:27-37.


	�St. Luke 20:39-47.


	�St. Luke 10:25-37.


	�David brings out this Work of Christ worshiping God perfectly in His Temple for us in Psalm 24.  “Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in his holy place?  He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.  he shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.”  Psalm 24:3-5.


	�“Gerhard:  ‘Although in many passages of Scripture the work of redemption is ascribed to Christ’s death and the shedding of His blood, yet this must by no means be understood exclusive, as if by it the holy life of Christ were excluded from the work of redemption.  But it is done for the reason that nowhere does the fact that the Lord has loved and redeemed us shine forth more clearly than in His Passion, death, and wounds, as the devout old teachers says; the death of Christ is, as it were, the last line and complete, the [telos], the end and perfection, of the entire obedience, as the Apostle says in Phil. 2:8.  In this merit it is altogether impossible to separate the active from the passive obedience.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 376, footnote 81, transliteration of the Greek in brackets added.


	�Ephesians 5:25, 26-27.


	�Luther’s Works, Vol. 51, p. 325, underscore added.  “This Baptism is also founded upon the name of Christ ... because it was purchased by Christ’s vicarious satisfaction, as Eph. 5:26 expressly teaches,  ‘Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself for it ..., that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word.’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. III, p. 259.


	�Malachi 3:4.  “Another passage also is cited from Malachi 3, 3:  And He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering of righteousness.  This passage clearly requires the sacrifices of the righteous, and hence does not favor the opinion concerning the opus operatum [work worked, i.e., brings about the effect of the Sacrament].  But the sacrifices of the sons of Levi, i.e., of those teaching in the New Testament, are the preaching of the Gospel, and the good fruits of preaching as Paul says, Rom. 15, 16:  Ministering the Gospe of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost, i.e., that the Gentiles might be offerings accept to God by faith.  For in the Law the slaying of victims signified both the death of christ and the preaching of the Gospel, by which this oldness of flesh should be mortified, and the new and eternal life be begun in us.”  The Apology of the Augsburg Confession. Article XXIV.  (XII).34, Triglotta, pp. 395, 397, translation of the Latin is mine.


	opus operatum:  “A term used by Roman Catholic theologians with reference to the Sacraments to express their doctrine that these Sacramenst confer the grace of God by the working of the work (opere operato), that is by the performance of the outward sacramental act, apart from the spiritual condition of the recipient ... .  The Council of Trent says plaining:  ‘If any one saith that by the said Sacraments of the New Law grace is not conferred through the act performed (ex opere operato), but that faith alone in the divine promise suffices for the obtaining of grace, let him be accursed.’  (Sess. VII, can. 8.)”  Concordia Cyclopedia, eds. Ludwig Fuerbringer, Theodore Engelder, P. E. Kretzmann, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 1927, p. 556, s. v. “Opus Operatum”.


	�Isaiah 66:23.










